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Springs and spring brooks are often relatively small, overlooked, and neglected in terms of their significance for landscape ecology and conservation. Similarly to other aquatic habitats, the non-biting midges in these ecosystems belong to the group of macroorganisms with the highest abundances. However, in comparison with other insect groups there is just minimum studies focused on chironomids of springs and there were no intensive studies in Slovakia as well.
The research of chironomid fauna takes place within the framework of larger project aimed at taxonomic structure and life-history strategies of macrozoobenthos in karst springs of the Western Carpathians. Here some preliminary results of taxonomic composition of chironomid communities within several karst rheocrenes of various orographic units are present. Larvae were used for identification.

