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The project involves sixteen participants from ten  European/Associated countries: Austria, 
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The project aims to enhance the exploitation of five of the so-called 'minor cereal' species - 

spelt, rye, oat, einkorn and emmer. 

 

Project Background and Drivers 

The productivity of European and global agriculture has been vastly improved through 

focussing on a relatively small number of crop species (for cereals grown in Europe mainly on 

common wheat and barley) bred for high yields, and dependent on large inputs of mineral 

fertilizers. However, this strategy has left agriculture with a reduced genetic variation and 

diversity which makes crops more vulnerable to biotic and abiotic stresses, and high inputs of 

fertilizers and energy lead to environmental damage. 

 

More information: http://www.healthyminorcereals.eu/en/about-project/about 
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