Preliminary report on the collection of Diptera in Svalbard
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129 species of Diptera, belonging to 20 families, have been known from Svalbard up to now (Coulson, 2007). Still, the knowledge of Diptera of Svalbard must be considered insufficient. Little research have been done in the past twenty years and some of the historical records may be considered dubious due to more recent taxonomic rearrangements.Thus, Diptera (and other arthropods) were collected on the main island (Spitzbergen) by the junior author in August 2017. Several collecting methods were applied: individual collection, sweeping tussocks of vegetation, yellow pan traps and beer traps in the ground level. Traps were exposed for one to two weeks before collecting. The localities stretch along some 100 km at the coast of Isfjorden bay. The material (stored in 70 % ethanol without additives) was sorted to families. Approximate numbers of specimens are given as follows : Trichoceridae: 25 ex., Mycetophilidae: 115 ex., Sciaridae: 27 ex., Culicidae: 2 ex. Chironomidae: 80 ex., Heleomyzidae: 23 ex., Sphaeroceridae: 2 ex., Scathophagidae: 180 ex., Anthomyiidae: 5 ex.,Muscidae: 18 ex. and Calliphoridae: 12 ex.

