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Forensic entomology has had a forty-year tradition in the Czech Republic. The first entomological case was the murder of a young girl in Prague, which has never been resolved, because her murderer has become unknown till today. In the 70s of the 20th century, the next entomological cases occurred, which especially dealt with violent crimes. Among the first pioneers, who applied this field in the forensic practice, were mainly university specialists in insect and private entomologists. During the 1980s and 1990s, two, three cases per year were processed annually; they were processed mostly in the Institute of Criminalistics in Prague, but some civilian specialists, dipterologists, from a universities participated in some of them. Greater development of forensic entomology occurred at the beginning of the 21st century, when the Institute of Criminalistics in Prague engaged a zoologist who should deepen the use of special biology in forensic practice. Through the zoologist, the Institute of Criminalistic in Prague became a member of the European Association for Forensic Entomology (EAFE). In the Czech Republic, entomological traces at the crime scene are usually collected by a trained criminalistics technician, who is specializes in searching and collecting all evidence at the crime scene. Each forensic technician has to complete a six-month basic training, where he or she learns to provide all the evidence, including biological traces. Then forensic technicians have, as a part of the lifelong training, to pass three-day entomological course. The course solves both the theoretical and practical issues of collecting necrophagous insects at the crime scene. For each course, cadavers of animals of varying degrees of degradation (from completely fresh to skeletal) are prepared. Technicians work in a couple as at a real crime scene. At the Institute of Criminalistics in Prague in 2010, the first version of an entomological sampling kit was made out, inspired by the French and Belgian sampling kits. Forensic entomology is currently used in criminal cases and civil-law disputes. The Institute of Criminalistics in Prague also cooperates with archaeologists because the knowledge and principles of forensic entomology can be applied to description of the circumstances of death or funeral ritual the same way. 
